Materialism and Morals
ment. We shall not be deceived by that statement.
Even if we have failed to realize that Christianity
is eminently reasonable, we shall at least recognize
that its antagonists are the irrationalists. And if we
value reason, and believe that life is reduced to a
nightmare if there is no such thing as truth, we shall
regard this theory as a monstrous distortion of reality:
we shall see the materialist anti-Christians, not as
apostles of enlightenment, but as men whose minds
have become so confused that they are presenting
us with a phantasy; and not, as we discover when we
observe how it works out in practice, a very pleasant
phantasy.
In practical affairs, in the sphere of political
action, this revolt from reason works out in its
extreme form in Nazism, and to a less complete
extent in Marxian Communism. It is the pheno-
menon of Nazism which has caused that arch-critic
of Christianity, Bertrand Russell, to admit that he
finds he has more of the Christian in his outlook
than he had previously suspected.*
Materialist Nazism
Nazism is quite consistent. Based on the revolt
from reason, it uses force and not persuasion. It
substitutes will for knowing, and power for happi-
ness. As there is no objective truth, truth becomes
what authority orders you to believe. "Education
for Germans," writes one of the Nazi apostles, "must
* Address at the Fabian Society, October 25, 1934.
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